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Block Party Season is Back
Evening of the Arts, June 20th Home Tour, September 22nd Thursday, May 2nd at 6:30pm2823 Fairfax St., Denver

By Bob Boyle
Opening day at the new Holly 

Peace Park was a remarkable 
milestone and celebration for a 
block on the move. Nearly eight 
months later there is no shortage 
of excitement and collaboration 
as the new Boys and Girls Club 
facility takes shape adjacent to the 
new basketball and futsal courts 
at the park. Local leaders are fully engaged 

via the Holly Area Redevelop-
ment Project (HARP) and other 
stakeholders to help sort the 
many moving parts, site needs 
and overlapping interests. One of 
the stated goals of the HARP team 
is to secure an open, communi-

ty-oriented planning forum and 
sustainable operational strategy 
for the site.Among other important pri-

orities, local change agents such 
as Prodigal Son Initiative, Hope 
Center, Denver Foundation, Ur-
ban Land Conservancy and other 
key players continue to embrace 
the power of sport to transform 
communities and provide safe 
and healthy recreational options 
for kids in particular. In an effort to respond prompt-

ly to community interest in de-
veloping innovative youth sports 
events, activities and programs at 
the Holly, HARP assembled and 
engaged a diverse and motivated 

Garden Walk June 8

Where There is a Court There is a GameKids, hoops and soccer at the Holly Peace Park

From left, Julio Rocha, Pablo Murillo, Daniel Martinez, Alex Campos, Angel Martinez, 

Jose Ramirez, Edgar Silva, Javier Alvarez, Boys and Girls Club Sports and Leadership 

Director George Nelson, and Andres Quijada at a pick-up game of futsal at Holly 

Peace Park in April.

continued on page 2

On Saturday, April 20, the Boys & Girls Club of 

Metro Denver, Saunders Construction and commu-

nity partners held a Hard Hat Tour of the new Nancy 

P. Anschutz Center currently under construction 

at 3333 Holly Street, which will house the Jack A. 

Vickers Boys and Girls Club, the Prodigal Son Initia-

tive and the Mi Casa Resource Center. The center is 

slated to open Fall 2013.The event included a free barbecue lunch, music 

mixed by youth DJs from the Denver Broncos Boys 

& Girls Club and a community resource fair. 

The Vickers Boys & Girls Club will offer after-

school and weekend recreational and educational 

programming for kids 6-18, including tutoring, 

sports, leadership, community, health awareness, art 

and technology. The program will be one of the Boys 

& Girls Clubs of Metro Denver’s largest, equipped to 

serve 200 youth a day.
For more information, contact Jason Torrez at 

jasont@bgcmd.org or call 303-446-6786.

This year’s Garden Walk, sponsored by the GPHC, includes twelve gardens. Each 

garden features an artist and a unique landscape. Come join us in the garden!

Hard Hat Tour of the Nancy P. Anschutz Center Opening this Fall at Holly Square

Top: Hard Hat Tour attendees had a chance to eat some great 

barbecue and visit with local organizations – including GPHC. 

Above: Rick Cope, left, Director of Operations, and Jason 

Torrez, Vickers Branch Director, pose in front of the soon-to-

be-completed athletic courts at the Vickers Boys & Girls Club 

opening this fall at Holly Square. Upper right: Tammy Davis, 

left, and Alundra Riggins, holding Roxina, volunteers at the 

event, stand in front of the Anschutz Center floor plan which 

includes the new space includes a teen center, computer 

room, athletic court, game room and art room. Middle: The 

Anschutz Center, which broke ground last October, is nearing 

completion; the facility will include the Vickers Boys & Girls 

Club, the Prodigal Son Initiative and Mi Casa Resource Center, 

and is scheduled to open this fall. Bottom: Jason Torrez, far 

right, Vickers Branch Director, leads a tour. 

Feature on pages 16-17
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Business is 

Booming on 

Oneida Street

The Park Hill Home 

Tour & Street Fair 

Needs You

Piled-High 

Potato Pancakes 

Come to Fairfax
Thursday, June 6th at 6:30pm

2823 Fairfax St., Denver

Garden Walk 

June 8

Evening of 

the Arts

4th of July 

Parade

By Erin Vanderberg, Editor

Last year, Park Hill’s Norman 

T. Harris and his team orches-

trated the first Juneteenth Music 

Festival event in the Five Points 

neighborhood. For Norman, 

who grew up in Park Hill, and 

whose family has served as a pil-

lar of the Five Points community, 

his picking up of the Juneteenth 

torch from previous organizers 

like Wellington Webb, Brother 

Jeff, Leslie Juniel and his father 

and grandfather was due largely 

to the inspiration of their positive 

leadership. 

Harris’ goal is to infuse the 

celebration with new life and to 

make it relevant to a new genera-

tion. While the goal is not neces-

sarily to make Denver’s celebra-

tion the largest in the nation, as it 

once was, it is certainly not out of 

the question. Last year’s festival 

was Denver’s largest in decades, 

and this year’s expected turnout 

is 60,000.

“Norman’s long-term vision 

of the next generation of June-

teenth is one that operates as a 

highly efficient and effective or-

ganization,” said Rebel Saffold, 

Director of Operations for the 

Juneteenth Music Festival. “This 

is not just some festival. He is 

building a foundation to support 

the growth of this event so that 

everyone is benefitting from their 

involvement.”

The Family Connection

To understand Norman’s 

community-mindedness, one 

needs look no further than his 

grandfather, Norman Harris, Sr., 

for which the Juneteenth event’s 

Five Points Legacy Award is 

named for. 

“My grandfather is the rock of 

this neighborhood. He’s served 

as a role model. Never have I 

seen him miss a day of work, or 

complain about challenges… I 

draw so much inspiration from 

him. He’s the foundation of my 

existence and my role here,” said 

Norman.
Along with Norman’s father, 

Norman Harris, Jr., and Norman’s 

aunt, Wise Harris, Harris, Sr., 

owns a corner property on 26th 

and Welton, the Wise Harris Arms 

Apartment Building. He’s been a 

property owner in the Five Points 

neighborhood for over 40 years. 

At 94, he still wakes up every 

morning to sweep his sidewalk 

and walk a mile and half. Dur-

ing the MLK Marade this past 

January, where Norman was 

promoting the Juneteenth event, 

people kept coming up to tell him 

that they had just seen his spry 

grandfather walking by – Harris, 

Sr., walked the whole parade and 

without a cane.

“[My family members] are 

the most supportive people, 

they are the reason I’m pushing 

hard,” said Norman, who eventu-

ally wants to take over the family 

business and be an active part of 

the redevelopment of Five Points. 

Putting the Past Behind

Juneteenth has been celebrated 

in Denver since the late-1950s, 

and became the nation’s largest 

Juneteenth celebration for a short 

time in the early-1980s. In those 

days, Norman’s father was work-

ing on the planning committee. 

The event was a five-day carnival, 

facilitated by area property and 

business owners, which stretched 

the whole Welton corridor. But 

in 1986, gang violence erupted at 

the celebration.

“The city’s challenges with 

gangs and drugs came to a head 

and manifested during that festi-

val,” said Norman. “Those shoot-

ings tainted the celebration, the 

neighborhood, probably the 

whole city – you can’t compart-

mentalize. But Juneteenth was 

the faceplate; the events cast a 

negative shadow on Juneteenth.” 

While organizing Juneteenth 

last year, Norman and his team 

worked with many in the com-

munity, including people and 

businesses that live in the neigh-

borhood, police, City Council, 

the mayor, registered neighbor-

hood organizations, and the 

Gang Rescue and Support Proj-

ect (GRASP). Norman had a two-

part message for event stakehold-

ers:
“We brought in everyone to 

facilitate communication, to as-

sure that everyone is included 

Classic Celebration, New Appeal

Standing on the shoulders of his family, Park Hill’s Norman Harris is reinventing Denver’s Juneteenth celebration

Photos by Rebel Saffold

continued on page 2

This secret garden is just 

one of the 12 gardens on 

this year’s Garden Walk. 

Plan your walk with our map 

on page 22.

Registration is still open 

for the fourth annual Park 

Hill 4th of July Parade. See 

page 4 for all the details.

The event will bring a 

host of artists together 

on Thursday, June 20. 

Meet them on pages 

14-15.

Credit: Rick Morales-Brewick
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By Robyn Fishman
Executive Director, GPHC

Charles Carter, 56, shares his 

home with his 89-year-old fa-

ther, who suffers from demen-

tia. Charles started going to the 

Greater Park Hill Community 

Emergency Pantry after he was 

laid off from his job. Unemploy-

ment, combined with the ever-

increasing demands of caring for 

his father, made it hard to make 

ends meet. “Just a little bit of help can 

make a big difference to extend 

our budget by the end of the 

month, so sometimes we’ve had 

to rely on the pantry to get by,” 

said Charles.“Sherry” is a vibrant, outgo-

ing woman who is not shy about 

sharing opinions, but still pre-

ferred not to use her real name 

for this story. It is hard for some 

people to admit that they need 

help with something as basic as 

food, when their neighbors may 

have no idea they are struggling. 

Sherry survives on Social Secu-

rity Disability Insurance follow-

ing a serious car accident which 

resulted in a traumatic brain 

injury. She’s also survived two 

strokes and has significant vision 

impairment. “My grandkids stay with me 

every weekend, so I try to stretch 

my food stamps to cover their 

needs too, “ said Sherry, “but it’s 

never enough to feed everyone.” 

Her family’s food stamp allow-

ance was cut from $176 to only 

$60, so Sherry has had to get 

creative. “We use our food stamps to 

buy meat, because pantries don’t 

usually have that,” said Sherry. 

“Then we try to fill in meals with 

corn and other vegetables, by go-

ing to a food bank.”
Sherry says her family wouldn’t 

have enough to eat if she didn’t 

ask food pantries for help, so she 

appreciates having one available 

in Park Hill that she can get to 

easily in times of need.*  *  *
The GPHC Emergency Food 

pantry has a long history of 

providing food to those who 

have found themselves in diffi-

cult circumstances, like Charles 

and Sherry. Originally called 

The Food Shelf, the pantry was 

stocked with canned goods do-

nated mostly from local church-

es that were available any time 

someone requested assistance. 

With economic changes ex-

ploding the demand in recent 

years, the pantry grew to be 

something much bigger. With 

growing use came growing pains 

for its operation. GPHC’s small 

food storage space and expand-

ing client base began to over-

whelm GPHC’s limited staff and 

organizational capacity, increas-

ing the risk for abuse and over-

extension.The GPHC Executive Com-

mittee wanted to ensure that 

funds were spent efficiently pur-

chasing food from Food Bank of 

the Rockies, so it was reluctantly 

agreed that the Pantry should 

close for a period of reassess-

ment, restructuring and remod-

eling. Remaining food on the 

GPHC shelves was distributed 

and the pantry went dormant 

for much of last summer and fall.

 Hunger, however, did not take 

a break. It remained in the Park 

Hill schools where 2,645 chil-

dren qualified for free or reduced 

lunch in 2012, including 98% of 

the students at Smith Elemen-

tary. People like Charles Carter 

and Sherry struggled, too. 
 “When the pantry closed, it 

was tough. We had to really cut 

back just to barely get by,” said 

Charles. 

*  *  *
During the reassessment pe-

riod, new requirements for ser-

vice were explored while other 

available community resources 

were surveyed to see if they could 

adequately meet needs. GPHC’s 

new Executive Director, Robyn 

Fishman, and volunteer, Becky 

Richardson, started an extensive 

research project of connecting 

with other pantries to determine 

best practices. In the end, it was 

decided that GPHC would main-

tain its storied food pantry, but 

that better inventory controls 

would be put in place to ensure 

that GPHC dollars and com-

munity donations were being 

spent on food that was going to 

those who needed it most. At the 

conclusion of the reassessment, 

the GPHC Emergency Food 

Bank has a new food pantry ap-

plication, a new client tracking 

system, a new food inventory 

system, and new management 

– while maintaining the client 

choice model allowing clients to 

select their own food.
 While GPHC geared up for re-

opening by painting and outfit-

ting the pantry space with a sec-

ond refrigerator, Park Hill-area 

donors started restocking the 

shelves for holiday food baskets: 

Venture Prep students collected 

A Well-Stocked Pantry at Park 

Hill’s Service GPHC’s Emergency Food Pantry provides neighborhood families 

in need with a 3-day supply of food during times of crisis
From left: Students from the Odyssey School with teacher Andy Hartman pose with some of the 1200 cans of food they collected and sorted; the Junior Girl Scouts of Troop #3573 delivered 248 boxes of cookies donated 

by Park Hill residents, back row, L-R: Dayanna Arjon, Jane Kealey, Fiona Shore, Aspen Reeves, Piper Molins, Hayley Redecker and Fiona Goe, front row, L-R: Lucy Francone, Gillian Mills, Tess Widler, Lily Lowe and Ellie 

McWhirter; Marsha Woodward started refilling the pantry shelves with donations from Park Hill United Methodist Church – other regular donations have come from Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church, Park Hill Congregational 

Church, Temple Micah and the Park Hill Branch Library; Junior Girl Scouts of Troop #2771 helped in the pantry, L-R: Kendra Lollar, Isabel Kuhl, Ashley Schoultz, Natalie Wadhwa, Mollie Barnes and Bella Padilla.

continued on page 2

Five great opportunities to reduce, reuse, recycle and revel this month in and around Park Hill 

Every Day is Earth Day, but Especially in April

Spring has sprung and the 

world again turns green – April is 

perhaps the perfect month to cel-

ebrate the Earth. These five events 

provide Park Hill neighbors the 

opportunity to organize com-

munity cleanups, celebrate Earth 

Day in our nearby natural areas, 

recycle electronics, sell unused 

items at the Community Garage 

Sale and collect free mulch for 

sprouting young gardens. 
Pitch-in for the  

Great Denver Clean-Up
Denver Solid Waste Manage-

ment’s Keep Denver Beautiful 

program will host the 2013 Great 

Denver Cleanup on April 6, of-

fering free hauling from five drop 

sites, including Fred Thomas 

Park and East High School, from 

9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Acceptable items 

to drop include: mattresses, car-

pet, lawn mowers, yard debris, 

small appliances, scrap metal, 

barbecue grills, bikes, toys, swing 

sets, slides, household furniture, 

outdoor furniture and electron-

ics excluding televisions. Unac-

ceptable items include: televi-

sions, tree stumps, railroad ties, 

soil or sod, demolition debris, 

tires, auto parts, fireplace or 

barbecue ashes, appliances with 

Freon, construction materials, 

branches over 4’ long or 4” in di-

ameter and hazardous waste like 

oil, paint, batteries, etc.
 The Great Denver Clean-up is 

not limited to one day; the Keep 

Denver Beautiful program offers 

free cleanup supplies to indi-

viduals and community groups 

organizing neighborhood clean-

ups while supplies last. Visit the 

website to apply for free supplies 

or call GPHC to pick up supplies 

for neighborhood cleanups.
denvergov.org/kdbRace For Open Space 5K  

& Earth Day Festival
 Two great nature areas just 

east of Park Hill have teamed up 

to host the Race for Open Space 

5K Walk/Run and Earth Day Fes-

tival on Saturday, April 20 from 

8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. The entirely 

off-road 5K course will wind 

along the Sand Creek Regional 

Greenway through Denver and 

Aurora, and finish with a loop 

around Bluff Lake. The race will 

include prizes for best costumes, 

largest teams, biggest pledge-

earners and fastest runners. 

 Following the race, Earth 

Day festivities include live mu-

sic, food trucks, environmental 

crafts and games, and a live rap-

tor presentation. $25 early-bird 

race registration, $5 suggested 

festival donation. All proceeds 

will benefit the two organiza-

tions, funding public recreation 

and natural areas in Aurora and 

Denver, as well as important en-

vironmental education programs 

for urban youth.sandcreekrregionalgreenway.org 

(C
redit Robyn Fishm

an, Kristin C
oulter, N

ina Kuhl)

continued on page 11
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6th Annual Alley Art Contest Begins
Transit-Oriented 

Development comes 
to NE Park Hill

Colfax Marathon 
Does More Through Charity Thursday, April 4th at 6:30pm

2823 Fairfax St., Denver
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Is the Camping 

Ban Working?

Successful Evening 

Celebrating Art at 

GPHC

New Middle 

School Boundary 

for Park Hill

Thursday, August 1st at 6:30pm

2823 Fairfax St., Denver

By Rebecca Voll

A three-story, $70 million 

wing that will feature new exhib-

its, improved educational access, 

and green building technology is 

on schedule to open in February 

2014 at the Denver Museum of 

Nature and Science.

The new wing will be called the 

Morgridge Family Exploration 

Center in honor of the lead do-

nor to the project, the Morgridge 

Family Foundation. In addition 

to major donor gifts, many indi-

vidual community members have 

donated toward construction of 

the addition. Another recent de-

velopment in the project was the 

removal of the heavy construc-

tion cranes.

“We are very excited to open 

the new wing,” said Bridget 

Coughlin, Vice President of Stra-

tegic Partnerships and Programs 

at DMNS. “[It] will be home to an 

array of amazing new school and 

public programs.” 

Among the new programs an-

nounced is the Kaiser Perman-

ente Discovery Zone, a hands-on 

experiential learning area geared 

toward younger children. 

“I’ve been really excited about 

the plan for a bigger Discovery 

Zone,” said Shauna Veen, Park 

Hill neighbor and mother of a 

four-year-old. “Those of us with 

kids have a lot to gain from this 

expansion.”

Another planned addition is 

the Anschutz Gallery, a space 

on the third floor designed to 

accommodate traveling exhibi-

tions. The Gallery’s inaugural ex-

hibition, “Maya: Hidden Worlds 

Revealed,” is set to coincide with 

the wing’s ribbon cutting.

Coughlin discussed the impact 

of the new DMNS wing on traffic 

flow in the Park Hill community. 

“Importantly, the wing and new 

road configuration will allow for 

buses to have safer and faster 

student drop off, turnaround and 

parking. We know the conges-

tion and confusion the buses have 

caused will be reduced greatly 

with the thoughtful new drop off 

and parking plan,” she said.

The 126,000 square foot Mor-

gridge Family Exploration Cen-

ter incorporates a recycled water 

pipeline, a new technology that 

will increase the efficiency of the 

space’s heating and cooling sys-

tems – the Department of Energy 

partially funded the system. Oth-

er green technologies planned for 

the addition include rooftop pho-

tovoltaic solar panels, automated 

shading louvers on the exterior of 

the building, xeriscape landscap-

ing, and “daylight harvesting,” 

which reduces the need for elec-

tric lights. The wing was designed 

to receive LEED Platinum Certi-

fication by the U.S. Green Build-

ing Council when completed.

Not only does the design merit 

environmental accolades, it aes-

thetically underscores how sci-

ence and nature complement 

each other through the southern 

glass wall overlooking City Park. 

Coughlin thinks the Museum’s 

new wing will be a boon to the 

people of Park Hill. “Personally, 

I am excited that the Museum 

will be able to welcome our Park 

Hill neighbors to the ribbon cut-

ting,” she explained. “This is the 

community’s Museum and we’re 

looking forward to sharing the 

new Morgridge Family Explora-

tion Center with them.”

DMNS’ Morgridge Family 

Exploration Center on 

track to open Feb. 2014 

It’s Parade Time!

Park Hill 4th of July kicks 

off at 1:30pm 

  Lay out your blankets and set up 

your chairs for the 4th annual Park 

Hill 4th of July Parade! The parade 

runs along 23rd Ave. from Dexter St. 

to Kearney St. from 1:30 to 3 p.m. 

  This year’s parade includes 

patriotic color guards, neighborhood 

floats, dueling pianos and two 

HUGE marching bands!

  For  more information, visit www.

parkhillparade.org. Follow the 

parade on Facebook at www.

facebook.com/parkhillparade for the 

latest news. 

  Participants should arrive at the 

staging area at 23rd & Dexter 

starting at 12:30. See you there, 

Park Hill!

Planners Propose 

Partially Subterranean 

I-70 in North Denver

The Strings Connection

The current proposal for recon-

struction of elevated Interstate-70 

is the culmination of years of 

struggle by residents of Denver’s 

Elyria neighborhood, but a call 

for renewed study likely means 

the politically-charged saga will 

continue. The Colorado Depart-

ment of Transportation (CDOT) 

is beginning to take written and e-

mail public comment on the pro-

posed modifications from six to 

twelve lanes, which include four 

toll lanes, and a  four-lane 46th 

Avenue. The final Environmen-

tal Impact Statement (EIS) is due 

later this year.

While not exactly the tunnel 

residents of the north Denver 

neighborhood have been seek-

ing for the last decade, the latest 

CDOT “preferred alternative” is 

what’s called a “Partial Covered” 

option. The existing elevated sec-

tion which splits Elyria would be 

rebuilt below ground level and 

be covered between Columbine 

and Clayton Streets. The highway 

also passes through the Swansea 

and Globeville neighborhoods, 

crossing the northern part of the 

city. The project would impact 

a 2-mile stretch of I-70 between 

the Brighton and Colorado Bou-

levard exits.

By Celeste Thurman Archer

Strings restaurant, which 

closed for business on April 30 

after 26 years in business at 17th 

and Humboldt, was a hard place 

for a lot of folks to see go, but not 

as much as its owner, Noel Cun-

ningham, who passed in Decem-

ber 2011. 

The restaurant and the man 

had been an important part of 

so many lives. Countless propos-

als were made there, proms cel-

ebrated and first dates, all doted 

on by Noel, who made sure each 

night exhibited the excellence he 

expected.
Strings was the go-to water-

ing hole and place to be seen; 

a place where quality and care 

was reflected in the food, ser-

vice, atmosphere and all else 

that surrounded the experience 

there. Politicians, business folk 

and celebrities gravitated there. 

When babies could see just over 

the counter, Noel had them in 

the kitchen helping to make their 

desert or whatever he might think 

to cook up with them. 

Noel’s untiring philanthropy 

was matched by few. His love for 

Project Mercy in Ethiopia was 

known by most who ventured 

in the doors, including Sting 

and Bono, and his Mother’s Day 

breakfast, which honored and 

treated mothers who otherwise 

wouldn’t have had such a treat, 

was a 20-year tradition at his 

passing. 

Strings old guard are now the pillars of Kearney Street’s 

restaurant scene
UNDEr CoNSTrUCTIoN

continued on page 4

continued on page 6

The DMNS expansion includes the new Discovery Zone, top, featuring Dinosaur 

Gulch, Science Kitchen, Big Backyard and water play areas. The Morgridge Family 

Exploration Center, viewed from the south, will add 126,000 square feet and five 

levels to the museum. (Credit: DMNS)

(Credit: Stevie Crecelius)
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submissions. Ads should be built in CMYK. For best reproduction quality, photos should be 300 dpi and screens at 85 lpi. Please send electronic 
advertising submissions to ads@greaterparkhill.org. 

$25 design charge for business card, 1/8, 1/4 ad sizes. $50 design charge for 1/2, 3/4, full page ad sizes.

Classified Ads
All Classifed Ads are prepaid - $25.00 per month. Base price includes 25 words or less. Each additional word is 25 cents.
To place a classifed contact Melissa Davis at 720-287-0442 or email: newspaper@greaterparkhill.org.

Advertising Rates and Dimensions


